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Art Unit: 3618 

RESPONSE to REQUEST for CLARIFICATION 

1 . Applicant's Request for Clarification filed August 18, 2004 in response to receipt of the 
Notice of Allowability on application 10/689254 mailed July 23, 2004, is acknowledged. 
Applicant's Request includes a listing of references of record in the parent (09/817897, now US 
Patent No. 6,641,158) as well as a listing of commonly-owned patents and co-pending 
applications, and references of record related thereto, 

2. The examiner has reviewed the list and hereby affirms that all references listed were 
considered as part of the process of examination of the present application 10/689254. A copy of 
Applicant's list with the examiner's annotations and signature in attestation as to their 
consideration in the examination of 10/689254 is provided as an attachment hereto. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this or earlier communication(s) from the examiner should be 
directed to Gerald B. Klebe at 703-305-0578, fax 703-872-9306; Mon.-Fri., 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
ET, or to Supervisory Patent Examiner Christopher P. Ellis, Art Unit 3618, at 703-308-2560. 

Official correspondence should be sent to the following TC 3600 Official Rightfax 
numbers as follows: Regular correspondence: 703-872-9326; After Finals: 703-872-9327; 
Customer Service: 703-872-9325. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
^gbl^^^^Tunit 3618/2 September 2004 y 
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Horst Leltaer 

10/689.254 

Ootober20,2003 

RETRACTABLE VEHICLB 
STEP 

Gerald B.Klebe 



Group Art Uolt: 3618 
cBKimcAnofrAx 
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MUk J.Kd^ IU» No.«,7ll 



REptTEST FOF rf .AWgyCATION 

United States Patent and "rcadefflatk 0£&ce 
P.O. Box USD 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

In response to thfl Notice of Allowability mailed on July 23, 2004, Applicant submits 
the following Request for Garifioation. 

I. HftffRRBNCES ItBCORD IN PARBNT APPLin ATTHN NO. 09/817^7 

Applicant respectfiilly leqpwsts the Examiner to clarify that, when examining the 
pteaent application, he oottodefed, pursuant to MJ.E.P. 609 and 2001.06(b), the 
following references which are of record in the parent (serial no. 09/817,897, now U.S. Patent 
No. 6,641,158) of the present appUcation: 



PATENT NO. 



U.8. PATENT DOC?UMENTS: 

" INVENTOR(S) 



2,436,961 A 



2.S7S,615A 



DATE 



3/1948 



11/1951 



Gabriel 



Crun^j 



9i^'d BZZ'ON HOUM \»S2Z:\\ raOZ'ST'STU 



O^u:(s$^MVliAO.:(IIS9.90C6m:SINO.CA•i»(i3«idSfl:ilAS.(»m 



AppLNo. 
FUed 



10/689^54 
October 20, 2003 



PATENT NO. 


DATE 


]NVBNT0R(8) | 


'3,172,499 A 




Staixs 1 


3,528,574 A 


n/1 07n 




3,833,240 A 


n/1 ATA 


Weiler J 


3,887^17 A 


6/1975 


Thomas 1 


13,889,997 A 


6/1975 




r3,9S7,284A 1 


5/1976 1 


Wri&fat 


[4,020,920 A 1 


5/1977 


Abbott 


1 4.073.502 A 


2/1978 


PVnnlr est &1. 1 


14,106,790 A 


8/1978 


Weiler 


'r4>ll0.673A 


8/1978 I 




14,116,457 A 


9/1978 1 




4 4,180,143 A 1 


12/1979 1 




'{4.188,889 A 


2/1980 ' 




-14.623,160 A 


11/1986 




1^4,720.116 A 


1/1988 


^Vi114flfna ct n.1 1 


4 4.909,700 A 


3/1990 




4T.982,974A 


1/1991 


wUiUl J 1 


/j 5,085,450 A 


1 M f 4 AAA 

1 2/1992 


n^WHii- Sr. 1 


H 5,199.731 A 


1 J #4 AA^ 

1 4/1993 


1 'Mflffin 1 


J 5,257,847 A 


1 4 4 i4 AA^ 

1 11/1993 




A 5.284,349 A 


1 t #4 AAil 

2/1994 


1 ^nmfi et al. 1 


^ 5.286.049 A 


1 2/1994 




5,375,864 A 


12/1994 


1 McOaniel 1 


J 5.462.302 A 


1 4A/fnfi£ 

1 10/1995 


1 TjfiltnflT 1 


A 5,498,012 A 


1 *■ J4 AA£ 

3/1990 


1 McT^flfiiel et fll. 1 


. 1-£ £0<i 470 A" rCjiC'lJLJl 


14/1996 


1 Maccabee | 


Js.538,269A . 


T7/1996 


1 McDamel gt al« 1 


^5.547,040 A 


8/1996 


1 HanacT et aL J 


^5^,601.300 A 


" 2/1997 


Fink et al. 1 


^^.842,709 A 


12/1998 


1 Maccabee 


>4 5,94 1,342 A 


[8/1999 


ILec 


J^,957,237 A 


U/1999 


1 Tigner 


/^.082,751 A 


|7/2000 


1 Hanes et aL 
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Appl No. 
FUed 



10/689,254 
October 20, 2003 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



DSVENTOR(S) 



6,149.172 A 
6,213,48631 
6,270,099 Bl 
^ 6.375,207 Bl 
^ 6.435.534 Bl 



11/2000 



4/2001 



8/2001 



4/2002 



8/2002 



Fa6coe et al. 



Kunz et al. 



Faricash 



DeanctaL 



Stone 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS: 





COUNTRY 


NUMBER 


DATE 




'Oettnsay 


1^1 51 621 Al 
gp 10 933-«g^/g 933. 3 


12/1981 
9/1989 




Getmany 
C3reat Britak 


934387 


8/1963 




Japan 


63 255144 


10/1985 




Japan 


4-339040 


11/1992 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 



A' 



SttppUew; AAS looks at New Mflrket«.(Advaaced Accessory Systems LLC) (Brief Article) 
(Product Aanounoement); Ward's Auto World. pKA, Pec., 2000. 



^ 'AN Archives; Weeks of Nov. 13-26. 1997; Powerforce pickup; 
http;/tms.ecoiiiet/newcais/8uto 1113Jitm- 



Ctflffping World advertisemgnt. 
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AppLNo. : 10/689^4 
filed : October 20, 2003 

IL roMMONLY-OWNED PATENT S AND CO-FENDING APPLICAT^PyS 

Applicant fiuther lespectMly requests the Examinet to clarify that, when examining 
the present appUoation. he considered the foUowing commooly^wned patents and cc 
pendijig applications for possible double pateating by the claims cmrently pending in the 



on: 



PATENT NO. 


ISSUED 


INVENTOR(S) 


6,641,158 


NovaQber4,2003 


Leitner 





SERIAL NO. 


FILING DATE 


INVENTOR(S) 




10/274.418 


October 16, 2002 


Leitner et al. 




• 10/641,358 


August 14, 2003 


Leitner 




10/643,708 


August 19, 2003 


Leitner etaL 



m PirCTRBNCES QWUKCORD IN rOMMONLY-OWNEP CO-PENDlNG 
^PPT JCiATIOy NO- 10/274.418 

AppUcant further respectfully requests the Examiner to clarify that, when examining 
(he present application, he considered the following references that are of record in 
commonly.ownedco-paiding application no. 10/274,418: 





tJ.S, PATENT DOCUMENTS: 






PATENT NO. 


DATE 


INVENTOmS) 




2,487,921 


11/1949 


Culver 




-^764,422 


9/1956 


McDonald 




'2,925.876 


2/1960 


Wagner 


'3.039,562 


6/1962 


Wagner 




•4,733,752 


3/1988 


Sklor 




5,154,125 


10/1992 


Renn^etal. 


y 


-5,538,100 


7/1996 


Hedley 
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O^U):(ss4llUl)m«lflQ.:(I]SD<90C(^i8:SiNa.cn'il^ 

AppLNo. r 10/689,254 
lUed : October 20, 2003 

IV, CONCLUSION 

AppUcant respectfully requests clarification of the issues detailed above. If the 
Examiner has any questions, the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone the 
undersigned Attorn^. 

Re8pectfi% sufaznitted, 

KNOBBB, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR. LLP 



Registration No. 43,711 
Attorney of Record 
2040 Main St., Fourteenth Roor 
Irvine, CA 92614 
(949) 760-0404 



H:>DOCS^MJ10MiK-7672.DOC 
0^704 
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